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The Death and Burial of Pope John Paul the 2nd  

On April 2 2005, Pope John Paul the 2nd succumbed to sickness and old age and died.  He was 84 years old.  The impact of his death reverberated around the world and an outpouring of grief, unprecedented in human history, expressed itself everywhere. 

Four million pilgrims crowded into Rome in the ensuing days.  It seemed like the whole world had turned up to farewell the �good pope�.1  In the hundreds of thousands they lined up in streets until the line stretched for kilometres.  Weary pilgrims endured the humid spring weather as they waited patiently for just a glimpse of the beloved �Papa� as he lay in state. 

  

Satellite pictures were able to pick up the huge lines              Popes body lying in state

of grieving pilgrims. 

More than 200 of the world�s leaders turned up for the papal funeral.  This was history�s largest ever gathering of national leaders on the world stage. 

George Bush, the current president of the United States, together with Bill Clinton and George Bush SNR were present at John Paul�s burial.2   
 
 

Prince Charles the crown prince of England3, Tony Blair the prime minister of Great Britain, and a mass of other dignitaries, crowned heads, presidents, ambassadors, prime ministers and world leaders were all in Rome4.  Even the Australian governor general, His Excellency Major General Michael Jeffery, was at the funeral of the pope representing Australia. 
 

Presidents of the US pay homage to the dead pope. 

Leaders of almost every major religious denomination were in Rome.  The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Williams, ecclesiastical leader of the worldwide Anglican Communion was present. Maronite Patriarch Nasrallah Sfeir, together with Evangelical Protestant leaders, Pentecostals5, Islamic Mullah�s, Jewish Rabbis, and leaders of a host of other religious persuasions from all over the globe found themselves in Rome to farewell the pope.  

�The gathering made for a rare display of religious plurality: scarlet-robed Roman Catholic cardinals, black-clad Orthodox clerics, Arab head scarves, Jewish skull caps, Central Asian lambskin hats, and black veils worn by some women.�6 

The funeral went ahead on the 8th of April 2005.  It was the largest funeral in history and it stopped the world.  Flags flew at half-mast through out the Muslim Arab League.  Fidel Castro ordered 3 days of mourning in Communist Cuba.  Times Square New York fell silent as busy stockbrokers, businessmen and fashion execs watched the funeral on the giant Panasonic flat screen.   

In Rome millions tried to cram into St Peters square.  The massive crowd overflowed out into the surrounding streets in lines kilometres long.   

As John Paul�s simple wooden coffin engraved with an M for Mary was brought into the square, sporadic and then more sustained applause rippled through the crowds of faithful.  A simple Bible rested on its lid and the pages blew in the fitful wind that swept across the square.  A choir sang a Gregorian chant as the Cardinals wearing white mitres walked into the square the wind ruffling their red vestments. 

Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger7, a close friend of John Paul, and the Inquisitor and Protector of Doctrine8 for the church, presented the homily. 

After a 2 1/2 hour mass the pope was carried deep into the caverns beneath St Peters Basilica where he was laid to rest in the grotto where popes from the ages lie.  His tomb will be covered with a flat stone bearing his name together with his birth date and death.  In the future pilgrims will be allowed to visit his burial place to pray and meditate. 
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Perhaps a statement by Tony Blair, current Prime Minister of Great Britain, best reflects the mood of humanity on the death of John Paul.

�The world has lost a religious leader who was revered across people of all faiths and none.  He was an inspiration, a man of extraordinary faith, dignity and courage�9 

A New Pope 

A few weeks later on April the 19th, Joseph Ratzinger of Germany was elected pope by the college of 115 Catholic cardinals.  He took the name �Benedict the 16th�.   

On Sunday, the 24th of April, the new pope participated in his inauguration mass and was invested with the papal ring.  A lamb�s wool sash with 5 gold crosses symbolising the nails that pierced the hands of Christ at the cross10 was laid across his shoulders.  It was a highly symbolic 1500-year-old ceremony steeped in tradition, pomp and regalia.   

Representatives from over half the world�s nations together with 350,000 pilgrims witnessed the solemn ceremony. 

The German born pontiff seized the opportunity by challenging the Christian church of his desire for unity.  His first prayer as pope was significant � �Grant that we may be one flock and one shepherd�11. 
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�The mass was attended by kings and queens, presidents and prime ministers, led by President Horst Koehler and Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder of the pope's native Germany.  

Among the more than 30 heads of state or government were Spain's King Juan Carlos and Queen Sofia, presidents from Europe and the Americas, and premiers and ministers from more than 100 countries.  

They later paid their respects to the new pope under the great dome of the basilica, many kneeling or bowing and kissing his hands.�12    

Joseph Ratzinger is now officially the leader of 1.1 billion Catholics, and is generally accepted as the head of the greater Christian Church. 

Most greeted his election with unbridled joy and there was dancing and clapping in the square at St Peters.  However there is some uneasiness among liberal ranks at the perceived conservative hard line the new pope has taken through out much of his priestly ministry. 

Benedict the 16th openly rails against homosexuality, abortion, birth control and a married priesthood.  He clearly believes and preaches that only through the Catholic tradition can a person find salvation.  Both Jewish and Islamic persuasions have voiced their disapproval of the new popes approach to this subject. 

Now the world waits in breathless anticipation for the reign of Benedict the 16th.  Because of our views on the papacy and its central role at the end of time, we (Seventh-day Adventists) have a particular and vested interest in the new pontiff.   

Some of the following questions may be running through the minds of enquiring Adventists: 

1. Is this the last pope? 

2. Are traditional Adventist views on the Church of Rome outdated and wrong? 

3. Is the pope or the Church of Rome really mentioned in Scripture? 

4. Has the Church of Rome that persecuted during the Middle Ages changed?  Isn�t it now a different church altogether? 

5. What about �the mark of the beast�, �Sunday laws�, and �time of trouble� � has this got anything to do with this pope? 

6. Is prophecy really unfolding and can we expect to understand it? 

 
 

Conclusion

Over the next month I will be putting out a series of articles dealing with the Catholic Church and Bible Prophecy.  

These are exciting times to live in.  Prophecy is unfolding and soon Jesus will come.  It is our responsibility to study these prophecies and prepare for the challenging times ahead. 

Next Week

�Identifying the Catholic Church From Bible Prophecy� 
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